
INRL 300: International Relations in Disciplinary Perspective 
Fall 2025 

Mon/Wed 2:00-3:20 in Blow 331 
Friday Discussion Section: 10-11 in Ewell 107 

  
Professor Mike Tierney 
Email: mjtier@wm.edu 
Office Hours: Friday at 11 am or by appointment 
Office Location: The Hive, Swem Library ground floor, G43 
 
Teaching Assistant: Katelyn Oxer 
Email: kroxer@wm.edu 
  
I. Description and Purpose: 
  
INRL 300 addresses important contemporary and historical issues in international relations from 
multiple disciplinary perspectives. This course is required for all IR majors at William & Mary. 
Other students are welcome to take the course, provided they have completed the prerequisite 
courses or obtained the instructor's permission. Students enrolled in this course will have already 
taken courses in history, economics, sociology, and political science that will have provided an 
introduction to the basic theories, methods, and epistemologies employed in these disciplines. 
This course explores the utility of different disciplines in explaining outcomes in international 
relations. It does so by grappling with the following six questions: 
  

1.​ What are the characteristics of different disciplines and the knowledge claims they make? 
What are their strengths and weaknesses? What are the costs/benefits of separating 
universities into disciplines? 

2.​ What can different disciplinary perspectives tell us about historical and contemporary 
issues (war, conflict, trade, development, environmental sustainability, etc) in 
international relations?  

3.​ Within these different issue areas, how can we explain the choices of individual citizens, 
organized groups, private corporations, and states?  

4.​ Is knowledge produced by economists, historians, sociologists, political scientists, and 
other scholars useful to policymakers, practitioners, military officials, business people, 
and private citizens?  

5.​ Should university researchers create knowledge so that it can be used by practitioners, or 
should universities maintain a high wall of separation between scholars and practitioners? 

6.​ Is it possible to synthesize knowledge across disciplines, or are the 
epistemologies/theories/methods of these disciplines incommensurate? 



  
By focusing on the same international issues from distinct disciplinary perspectives, students will 
learn to describe and assess the strengths and limitations of each discipline and the tools each 
discipline relies upon to make knowledge claims. Beyond pluralism, the course encourages 
students (and faculty) to synthesize insights across a variety of disciplines, through side-by-side 
comparisons and engaged conversations across disciplinary lines -- or, after attempting this 
exercise, to reject synthesis as a strategy for understanding international relations. The course is 
designed to introduce students to the various disciplines that comprise the IR major at W&M and 
to equip them with the tools to make informed choices about how they want to specialize in their 
coursework and research. To facilitate such decisions, much of the material will be presented by 
representatives of the constituent disciplines, who will present research from their own areas of 
specialization. This will not be a hypothetical exercise. We will ask economists, historians, 
sociologists, and political scientists to present their own research and explain why they chose to 
study international issues in a particular way. 
  
The course is divided into four sections. In the first section, students read works about 
economics, political science, sociology, and history. They discuss the fundamental 
epistemological approaches of each discipline: How do economists, historians, sociologists, and 
political scientists think they know what they know? What distinguishes one discipline from the 
next? In the final weeks of the course, we return to these issues and ask whether and how 
students of International Relations might synthesize the insights of these distinct disciplines as 
they seek to explain outcomes in international relations (and their remaining courses in the IR 
Program at W&M and St. Andrews). Alternatively, students may conclude that the disciplines 
should NOT be synthesized, but should be kept distinct and the labor divided based on the 
comparative strengths of the different disciplines. The bulk of the course is divided into two 
issue-specific units: International Peace and Conflict: Causes, Consequences, Meaning and 
Solutions; and International Economic Issues: Aid, Trade, and the Environment. Of course, in the 
real world issues of peace and conflict are enmeshed with economic issues, so some lectures may 
be “out of order” based on overlaps and/or based on the availability of our speakers. 
  
On Mondays and Wednesdays of every week all students will attend class together for 80 
minutes. Typically, Professor Tierney or a guest lecturer will lead a lecture/discussion of the 
readings for that day. On Fridays, the class will meet for a 50-minute discussion section in order 
to discuss the readings and lectures in more depth or address follow-up questions posted on 
Blackboard. Occasionally, we will meet with a guest speaker on a Friday in the event that they 
cannot visit with us for a Monday/Wednesday session. 
  
This syllabus is a “living document” and will be revised and updated throughout the semester. If 
readings are added, they will be posted on Blackboard. 
  



II. Reading Assignments 
  
All required and recommended readings for this course will be posted on the course's 
Blackboard site. Students should bring copies of these articles and/or book chapters to our 
class meetings, since our discussions will sometimes require close reading and reference to 
the text. You will need to print these articles or bring a laptop/iPad to class so that you can 
access the readings. If you bring a laptop to class, it is to access the readings or take notes 
only. Don’t check your email or shop during class.  
  
In addition to the course materials, you will read a major daily newspaper with good coverage of 
international news. This course is designed to help you make sense of contemporary problems in 
international relations. Swem Library has subscriptions to the Washington Post, the New York 
Times, the Wall Street Journal, and the Financial Times. Other publications that provide news 
and analysis of international issues include Foreign Policy, War on the Rocks, The Economist, 
and Foreign Affairs. You can set up Google News or other news aggregators to provide you with 
international news from a wide variety of domestic and international sources. Current 
international events will be integrated into lectures/discussions, reading quizzes, and they will be 
part of the final exam. Spend 30 minutes per day reading the paper while you eat 
breakfast…embrace your inner IR nerd. 
  
III. Grades: Your course grade will be the weighted average of your performance in class 
discussions, two short reaction papers, a policy memo, unannounced reading quizzes, and a 
final exam. In the computation of your course grade, your performance on these requirements 
will be weighted as follows: 
                               
Class Participation             ​ 20% 
Two Reaction Papers           ​ 20% 
Policy Memo                 ​ 20% 
Reading Quizzes               ​ 10% 
Final Exam                   ​ 30% 
  
Note the following course policies: 

●​ All late assignments will be penalized one-third of a letter grade (i.e., from an A- to a B+) 
for each day or fraction of a day late.             

●​ No student can pass this course without completing all assignments (quizzes are not 
included in this rule).  

●​ All students must submit assignments via Blackboard and are responsible for retaining a 
copy of their papers until they have received a grade from the instructor. The only 
exception is for comments on outside speakers, which students will post on the 



appropriate discussion board on our Blackboard site within 48 hours of the event (details 
below).  

●​ Do not use your phone in class. Do not use your laptop during class for reasons 
unrelated to this course. 

 
Letter Grade Percent Grade 
A+ 97-100 
A 93-96 
A- 90-92 
B+ 87-89 
B 83-86 
B- 80-82 
C+ 77-79 
C 73-79 
C- 70-72 
D+ 67-69 
D 65-66 
F Below 65 

 
  
IV. Other Policies: 
  
Absences and Extensions: Students are required to attend all classes. To reschedule a test or 
receive a paper extension because of an absence requires notice from the Dean of Students 
before the due date (unless this is physically impossible). Late paper assignments will be 
penalized as stated above, unless an excuse is provided from the Health Center or the Dean’s 
office. You have one “free” unexcused absence if you send the instructor an email (with the TA 
on CC) one day before class and tell him (in the subject line of the email), “Snoop Dogg sent 
me” per this message: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOIvB2YtAhY. In addition, if you 
will miss class or require an extension because of a religious holiday or school-sanctioned 
activity, you must notify the instructor in writing during the first two weeks of classes. Send an 
email with the subject line “Extension Requested” or “Excused Absence” with the Teaching 
Assistant on CC. 
  
Disability Services: Persons with documented disabilities requiring accommodations to meet the 
expectations of this course should contact the Dean of Students Office. The Dean of Students 
Office must notify the instructor during the first two weeks of classes if you are to receive any 
accommodation. 
  
Blackboard: All assignments will be posted on our course Blackboard site. Occasionally, 
announcements to the class will be posted and/or sent out as emails (please be sure you check 
your wm.edu account daily, as Blackboard-generated messages go only to wm.edu accounts). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aOIvB2YtAhY


Students should check this site regularly for announcements and details on course assignments. 
In addition, our substantive conversations from class will occasionally spill over onto the class 
discussion board.  
  
Class Participation: Active participation during class meetings is a required component of the 
course. You will be expected to come to class prepared to discuss the reading. If you are not in 
class, you are not participating. If you are not participating, you will receive a bad grade in this 
class. The discussion section is the primary venue for discussion, but all of the faculty who visit 
our class will save time for Q&A. I expect you to come prepared and ask pointed questions. 
Engaged questions are a sign of respect in the academy. It is a cliché to say there are no bad 
questions, but if you have done the reading and attempted to understand the lecture, and you still 
have questions, you are almost certainly not alone.  Please ask questions and learn!  
  
The 20% you see above is not a fudge factor. You will receive an actual letter grade for 
participation. Discussion provides an opportunity to critically question the ideas presented in the 
readings and lectures.  More importantly, discussion offers students the chance to develop and 
learn how to effectively express their ideas. This active involvement in your own education 
enables learning in a way that a straight lecture does not. Occasionally, you may be asked to fill 
out an online survey or make some comments on our discussion board. These activities will be 
part of your participation grade. Hence, your participation grade is based on attendance, the 
quality and quantity of your participation in class (especially in discussion sections on Friday), 
and your performance in the online discussions or surveys that are assigned. 
   
Reaction Papers: The reaction papers serve several purposes. My practical goal is to ensure that 
you do the reading and become a better writer! A well-written reaction paper is not a mere 
summary of the material. A good paper will synthesize and apply concepts, some of which may 
come from different disciplinary perspectives. You must think creatively about the key concepts, 
weaving them together to build an argument. There is no right answer or correct approach to any 
response topic. You will not be able to integrate every idea you have read, and any attempt to do 
so will likely produce a paper that is a shallow listing of other people’s arguments without any 
clear structure of its own. The reaction papers are your opportunity to offer your take on the 
readings in the context of the guiding questions listed above. To get credit for a reaction paper, 
you will need to engage with some or all of the required reading for that class meeting. You will 
turn in your paper 12 hours BEFORE the lecture on the day that it is due. A more detailed 
description of the assignment is posted under “Assignments” on the Blackboard site, but the 
schedule is posted here: 
 
Paper #1 for Group A is due in class any day up to Wednesday, September 10. 
Paper #1 for Group B is due in class any day up to Wednesday, September 17. 
Paper #1 for Group C is due in class any day up to Wednesday, October 1. 
Policy Memos for all groups are due on Blackboard on Friday, October 10.  



Paper #2 for Group A is any day after fall break. 
Paper #2 for Group B is due any day after fall break. 
Paper #2 for Group C is due any day after fall break. 
  
Group A = Students with last names from A-H 
Group B = Students with last names from I-O 
Group C = Students with last names from P-Z 
 
Policy Memo:  A policy memo is addressed to a policy practitioner (your hypothetical boss) and 
is designed to address an actual problem that he or she is facing.  You will draw upon course 
material to look at the issue from multiple perspectives and provide your boss with concrete 
options that he/she could adopt to address this problem.  This is not an academic essay, but a 
concise memo written in clear language to a non-academic.  You are synthesizing and translating 
academic knowledge in this exercise to inform policy options for a decision maker.  More details 
about the assignment are provided on Blackboard.  The memo is due before you leave for fall 
break. 
 
Reading Quizzes:  Six reading quizzes will be distributed over the course of the semester at the 
start of class at 2 pm (or 10 am on Fridays).  They will be collected after 5 minutes. The purpose 
of the quizzes is to confirm that you have done the required reading and that you are following 
the news on major international issues. The quizzes will not require you to make complex 
arguments, but to demonstrate that you have done the reading and come to class prepared. I will 
drop your lowest quiz score and give you the weighted average of your 5 highest scores.   
 
Final Examination: The final exam will include a take-home essay and an objective portion that 
may include ID terms, multiple-choice questions, or short essay questions. Students will have 
access to the final exam essay questions well in advance of the final exam so they can think 
about possible answers as they engage the course material.  The final exam will be held in our 
regular classroom at the time designated in the W&M Final Exam Schedule: December 10th at 2 
pm. 
 
Extra Credit: Over the course of the semester, there will be a minimum of 10 outside speakers or 
events identified by your Instructor (probably closer to 20, but a minimum of 10). If you attend 
at least 6 of these events and write a brief response on our discussion board, then your 
participation grade will be raised by one full letter grade. If previous versions of this course are 
an accurate indicator, there has been a very high correlation between the people with the highest 
grades in the class and those who attended outside lectures. The IR Program is encouraging you 
to participate in the intellectual life of the university outside the classroom. It is fun, 
habit-forming, career-enhancing, and often provides non-academic views on international issues. 
As one purpose of this course is to explore the relationship between IR as taught and researched 



within universities and IR as practiced in the world beyond the ivory tower (see Questions 4 and 
5 above), these talks may be particularly useful grist for your intellectual mill. You can use 
material from these outside speakers in your exam and writing assignments, but you are not 
required to do so. 
  
  
Brief Outline of the Course 
  

I. Introduction: Three Disciplinary Perspectives on the Study of IR (weeks 1-3) 
II. International Conflict: Causes, Consequences, Meaning and Solutions (4-7) 
III. Bridging the Theory-Practice Divide (8) 
IV. International Economic Issues: Aid, Trade, and the Environment (9-13) 
V. Synthesizing Across Disciplines or Dividing the Labor? (14-15) 

Part I: Three Disciplinary Perspectives on the Study of IR (Aug 27-Sep 12) 

Wed, August 27: 

●​ Topic: Overview; Models of Human Behavior: Different Ways of Exploring and Constructing the 
World of International Relations 

●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: Distribute Syllabus and Discuss Course Objectives 

○​ Optional:  Dani Rodrik, Economics Rules: The Rights and Wrongs of the Dismal Science, 
2015. (Read Preface, Introduction, and Chapter 1) 

Fri, August 29: 

●​ Topic: Discussion 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings and Discussion Questions: Skim the four readings and videos below to get 

the gist of each argument.  Are they asking similar questions?  Are they providing answers 
located at the same levels of analysis and/or with the same causal mechanisms?  Which 
arguments seem clearly rooted in a single discipline and which provide answers that draw upon 
different logics? 

●​ Caleb Brennen, “The Economic Roots of the Ukraine Conflict,” 
https://inkstickmedia.com/the-economic-roots-of-the-ukraine-conflict/ 

●​ Timothy Snyder, “The War in Ukraine is a Colonial War.”  
https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.newyorker.com/news/essay/the
-war-in-ukraine-is-a-colonial-war 

●​ Simeon Djankov, “Effects of War in Ukraine,”  
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/who-benefits-russias-war-ukraine 

●​ John Mearsheimer, “Putin is Acting Rationally: How NATO Expansion Caused the War 
in Ukraine.” (10 minute video):  
https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato
+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war

https://inkstickmedia.com/the-economic-roots-of-the-ukraine-conflict/
https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.newyorker.com/news/essay/the-war-in-ukraine-is-a-colonial-war
https://www.removepaywall.com/search?url=https://www.newyorker.com/news/essay/the-war-in-ukraine-is-a-colonial-war
https://cepr.org/voxeu/columns/who-benefits-russias-war-ukraine
https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0


+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigA
TIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fp
state=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0 

 

Mon, Sep 1: 

●​ NO CLASS: Labor Day 

Wed, Sep 3: 

●​ Topic: Political Science: Power, Institutions, and Ideas 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Political Science) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Brian C. Schmidt, “On the History and Historiography of International Relations,” in 
Carlsnaes et al, Handbook of International Relations, Sage 2002. (Skim this for the major 
points.  This is heavy slogging and you have to be an intellectual history nerd to really 
follow every line, but if this is your bag of beans…) 

○​ Alexander George, “Knowledge for Statecraft: The Challenge for Political Science and 
History,” International Security, 1997. 

○​ Optional: John Lewis Gaddis, “History, Theory, and Common Ground, International 
Security, 1997.  

Fri, Sep 5: 

●​ Topic: Political Science Discussion and TRIP Data 
●​ Presenter: Tierney  
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Snap Poll of Experts in Foreign Policy on No Fly Zone in Ukraine and Expert Opinion. 
○​ Skim Intro, look at pictures, read conclusion of Maliniak et al, 2018.  
○​ Visit TRIP Project Site and Explore some of the data and articles: https://trip.wm.edu/   

Mon, Sep 8: 

●​ Topic: “The Dismal Science” 
●​ Presenter: Andrew Dustan (W&M Economics Dept.) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Rodrik, Dani. 2015. "What models do." In Economic rules: Why economics works, when 
it fails and how to tell the difference, 9-44. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

○​ Esther Duflo's AEA Distinguished Lecture on "The Economist as Plumber" 
■​ https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2017/distinguished/ 
■​ Watch the following timestamp range: 3:00-23:14 

○​ Dustan, Andrew. "Can large, untargeted conditional cash transfers increase urban high 
school graduation rates? Evidence from Mexico City's Prepa Sí." Journal of Development 
Economics 143 (2020): 102392. 

■​ Read introduction only (pp. 1-2) 

Wed, Sep 10: 

https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0
https://www.google.com/search?q=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&rlz=1C1GCEA_enUS1082US1084&oq=a+realist+explanation+for+the+war+in+Ukraine+nato+expansion&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIHCAEQIRigATIHCAIQIRigAdIBCTEyMDUzajBqNKgCALACAA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#fpstate=ive&vld=cid:0c2656b5,vid:RavlPsM3xdM,st:0
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/03/16/poll-no-fly-zone-ukraine-zelensky-speech-biden/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/09636412.2017.1416824
https://trip.wm.edu/
https://www.aeaweb.org/webcasts/2017/distinguished/


●​ Topic: What Historians Do and What It All Means: From the Peloponnesian War to the Early 
Modern North Pacific 

●​ Presenter: Paul Mapp (W&M History Dept) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ History of the Peloponnesian War, Thucydides (BB) 
○​ The Trans-Pacific Allure of Yellow Cedar (BB) Draft 

Fri, Sep 12: 

●​ Topic: Discussion of Mapp and Dustan 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings:  Those assigned by Dustan and Mapp above. 
●​ Optional Readings:  This article was published earlier this week and it addresses an issue we 

discussed in last Friday’s discussion section and in the Q&A with Professor Dustan -- how might 
academic research/expertise shape the thinking of policymakers.  In this case the TRIP Team 
explores the possible role of the media in serving as a transmission belt between the Ivory Tower 
and the Beltway.  See Entringer Garcia Blanes et al, 2025: 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/international-relations-sc
holars-the-media-and-the-dilemma-of-consensus/43FEFE462D2FC4728509D45C0BD51CAC 

 

Part II: International Conflict: Causes, Consequences, Meaning and Solutions (Sep 15-Oct 17) 

Mon, Sep 15: 

●​ Topic: Indigenous Peoples, Treaty-Making, and International Relations. 
●​ Presenter: Fernando Galeana Rodriguez (Sociology) 
●​ Required Readings (on BB): 

○​ Herzog, Tamar. “Struggling over Indians: Territorial Conflict and Alliance Making in the 
Heartland of South America (Seventeenth to Eighteenth Centuries).” In Empire by 
Treaty: Negotiating European Expansion, 1600-1900, edited by Saliha Belmessous. 
Oxford University Press, 2015. 

○​ The 1843 Honduras-Miskitu Treaty and Indigenous Agency in Post-Independence 
Central America, draft chapter (BB) 

Wed, Sep 17: 

●​ Topic: Why Does War Occur? 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Political Science) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Ken Waltz, Man, the State, and War. 1959. 
○​ Sarkees, Wayman, and Singer, “Inter-State, Intra-State, and Extra-State Wars: 

1816-1997,” International Studies Quarterly, March 2003, pp 49-70. 
○​ Snyder Review of Steven Pinker’s book. 

Fri, Sep 19: 

●​ Topic: Discussion 
●​ Presenter: Oxer 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/international-relations-scholars-the-media-and-the-dilemma-of-consensus/43FEFE462D2FC4728509D45C0BD51CAC
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/perspectives-on-politics/article/international-relations-scholars-the-media-and-the-dilemma-of-consensus/43FEFE462D2FC4728509D45C0BD51CAC


●​ Required Readings:  

Mon, Sep 22: 

●​ Topic: What is War? Explaining Culture Wars from Sociological Perspective 
●​ Presenter: Maurits van der Veen 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ “Social proximity, discursive opportunity structures, and the diffusion of the culture wars: 
The case of “woke” in France” International Journal of Comparative Sociology. 

○​ Die or be killed: Verbal dehumanization of Palestinians in the U.S. press 

Wed, Sep 24: 

●​ Topic: Principal-Agent Models Go to War: Iraq, WMDs, and UNSC -- What Can Economists 
Teach Political Scientists about War? 

●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Tierney, “Delegation Success and Policy Failure,” LCP. 
○​ Optional: Chapter 1 from Delegation to IOs 

Fri, Sep 26: 

●​ Topic: “The Decline (and re-emergence?) of Diplomatic and Military History within the 
Discipline and How History can be Relevant in National Security Policy” 

●​ Presenter: Frank Gavin (Diplomatic Historian from Johns Hopkins SAIS) 
●​ Required Readings: A series of Texas National Security Review articles 

○​ https://tnsr.org/2024/12/remembrance-of-things-past/ 
○​ https://tnsr.org/2024/01/cracks-in-the-ivory-tower/ 
○​ https://tnsr.org/2023/05/unspoken-assumptions/ 
○​ https://tnsr.org/2023/02/it-may-be-different-than-you-think/ 
○​ https://tnsr.org/2022/07/i-was-wrong-now-what/ 
○​ https://tnsr.org/2024/07/why-we-write/ 
○​ https://warontherocks.com/2018/12/the-historical-profession-is-committing-slow-motion-

suicide/  

Mon, Sep 29: 

●​ Topic: Mapping Reconciliation in Post Conflict Settings 
●​ Presenter: Nara Sritharan (Economics) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Sritharan and Lundgren, “Impact of Terrorist Designations on Foreign Aid,” Working 
Paper.  

○​ Kvangraven, “Nobel Rebels in Disguise — Assessing the Rise and Rule of the 
Randomistas,” RPE. 

Wed, Oct 1: 

●​ Topic: Nuclear Weapons and Diplomatic History 
●​ Presenter: Ryan Musto (History) 
●​ Required Readings:  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2024%2F12%2Fremembrance-of-things-past%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390211583%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cCaPPiYJ6stR5UvcuSBAXeaS0j0rGODSyE0dhPLf1tE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2024%2F01%2Fcracks-in-the-ivory-tower%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390233099%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KDnEbcdPJnIQ11TcbSIQwvwLMpJ%2FdJxJlTv%2FbVbB84U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2023%2F05%2Funspoken-assumptions%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390249446%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zfNumKs93OH6IrWAXiaBitFLRsyE1qUxmFSOJTFbx2w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2023%2F02%2Fit-may-be-different-than-you-think%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390267691%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=02fNki5SRHhJK2swT8mjS9zr8kmAo1NGp7Ek2kjxnpg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2022%2F07%2Fi-was-wrong-now-what%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390284344%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V5b24nxsGds2Fo5CDk5Uq1mBQ2IajYgTTeKQKxyK54k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftnsr.org%2F2024%2F07%2Fwhy-we-write%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390300824%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vK5a0HH4EVHtZGPigGY0gsLA%2BdeD2vDBHG%2BbEI7J%2Fcs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwarontherocks.com%2F2018%2F12%2Fthe-historical-profession-is-committing-slow-motion-suicide%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390746127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=URtFXazuRy0rjzLvG5TOQ05BNI8MRH4aB1JLodnshEo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwarontherocks.com%2F2018%2F12%2Fthe-historical-profession-is-committing-slow-motion-suicide%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ckroxer%40wm.edu%7Caab9bcdb0d8c4e211f4208ddf2dcce54%7Cb93cbc3e661d40588693a897b924b8d7%7C0%7C0%7C638933752390746127%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=URtFXazuRy0rjzLvG5TOQ05BNI8MRH4aB1JLodnshEo%3D&reserved=0


○​ Brands and Inboden, “Wisdom without tears: Statecraft and the uses of history,” 
Diplomatic History. 

○​ Musto, “First UN Resolution Holds Lessons for Latest Nuclear Treaty,” Arms Control 
Association. 

■​ https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-01/features/first-un-resolution-holds-lesso
ns-latest-nuclear-treaty 

○​ Musto, “How Brazil avoided disaster in Vietnam,” Engelsberg Ideas. 
■​ https://engelsbergideas.com/notebook/how-brazil-avoided-disaster-in-vietnam/ 

Fri, Oct 3: 

●​ Topic: Discussion 
●​ Presenter:  
●​ Required Readings:  

 

Mon, Oct 6: 

●​ Topic: Predicting the Future: Nuclear War in Ukraine? 
●​ Presenter: Jeff Kaplow (Political Science) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Kaplow, "Assessing Proliferation Risk." Working paper, August 2024. 
○​ Jeff Kaplow and Marcus Holmes. 2020. “Freedom From The Burden Of Explanation.” 

Cheap Talk Podcast. (Spotify link) 

Wed, Oct 8: 

●​ Topic: National Identity and Conflict: Alliances in East Asia 
●​ Presenter: Euna Jo (조은아) (Political Science/ Constructivism) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Jo, “Democratic Origins of Postcolonial Narratives” Draft. 
○​ Jo, “Japan and South Korea are Still Haunted by the Past,” Foreign Affairs. 

Fall Break 

Mon, Oct 13: 

●​ Topic: What do Policymakers Want from us? A First Look at the Demand Side with TRIP. 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Political Science) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Avey et al, “Does Social Science Inform Foreign Policy? Evidence from a Survey of US 
National Security, Trade, and Development Officials,” ISQ, 2022. 

○​ Walt, “Theory and Policy in IR,” 2012 

Wed, Oct 15: 

●​ Topic: Panel. Bridging the Gap in Practice. 
●​ Presenter: Divya Mathew, Eric Brown. Moderator: Dan Maliniak. 
●​ Required Readings:   

https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-01/features/first-un-resolution-holds-lessons-latest-nuclear-treaty
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2021-01/features/first-un-resolution-holds-lessons-latest-nuclear-treaty
https://engelsbergideas.com/notebook/how-brazil-avoided-disaster-in-vietnam/


○​ Debating the Aid System: Surfacing insights from the Global South for OECD reform. 
AidData. 
https://www.aiddata.org/blog/debating-the-aid-system-surfacing-insights-from-the-global
-south-for-oecd-reform  

○​ Competitive Global Engagement: Strategic Communications and Public Diplomacy for 
the New Era. GGPC.  

Fri, Oct 17: 

●​ Topic: Discussion of Final Exam (which is posted under Assignments) and BTG stuff. 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings:  

 

 

Part III: International Economic Issues: Aid, Trade, and the Environment (Oct 20-Nov 17) 

Mon, Oct 20: 

●​ Topic: Labor, Oil, Revolution and IR: The Case of Iran 
●​ Presenter: Peyman Jafari (History) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Jafari, “Labour in the making of the international relations of oil: resource nationalism 
and trade unions.” Chapter 14 in Handbook on Oil and IR. 2021. 

○​ See also Twitter Thread on Protests from October 2022. 
■​ https://twitter.com/JafariPeyman/status/1579526480681664513  

Wed, Oct 22: 

●​ Topic: How can geospatial evaluations be used to advance knowledge, but also shape policy 
decisions? 

●​ Presenter: Ariel Ben Yishay 
●​ Required Readings:   

○​ Marshall Burke, Anne Driscoll, David Lobell, and Stefano Ermon. 2021. Using satellite 
imagery to understand and promote sustainable development. Science 371(6535).  

○​ BenYishay, Ariel, Rachel Sayers, Kunwar Singh, Christian Baehr, and Madeleine Walker. 
2025. "Landmine Clearance and Economic Development," working paper. 

Fri, Oct 24: 

●​ Topic: Discussion  
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings:  

Mon, Oct 27: 

●​ Topic: Sociology of Global Human Trafficking 
●​ Presenter: Diya Bose (Sociology) 
●​ Required Readings:  

https://www.aiddata.org/blog/debating-the-aid-system-surfacing-insights-from-the-global-south-for-oecd-reform
https://www.aiddata.org/blog/debating-the-aid-system-surfacing-insights-from-the-global-south-for-oecd-reform
https://twitter.com/JafariPeyman/status/1579526480681664513


○​ Limoncelli, “The Global Development of Contemporary Anti-Human Trafficking 
Advocacy,” Intl Sociology, 2017.  

○​ Haynes, “International Human Rights Laws Complicity in Status Subordination” Leiden, 
2025.  

Wed, Oct 29: 

●​ Topic: Political Coalitions and Trade Policy 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Political Science) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Peter Gourevitch, “Politics in Hard Times: International Trade, Domestic Coalitions, and 
Liberty: Comparative Responses to the Crisis of 1873-1896, Journal of Interdisciplinary 
History. 

○​ Selected blog posts on Trump and Sanders 

Fri, Oct 31: 

●​ Topic: Discussion of trade and domestic coalitions 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: See Discussion Assignment re U.S. political coalitions in 24 and 28. 
●​ Wear a good costume! 

Mon, Nov 3: 

●​ Topic: Economists on Current Trade Issues 
●​ Presenter: Feldman (Economics) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Feldman and Hufbauer, “The world trading system is dying: You should fear its 
replacement.” PIIE.  

○​ Horwich, “Daily pricing data reveal the slow-rolling impact of tariffs” FRB of 
Minneapolis.  

○​ “The Professor Is In: Economist Justin Wolfers Explains Who Really Pays Tariffs.” 
Youtube Video. 

Wed, Nov 5: 

●​ Topic: Foreign Aid, Environment, and Development: Observational Studies 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Government) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Tierney et al, “More Dollars than Sense,” World Development, 2011. 
○​ Hicks et al, “Has Foreign Aid Been Greened?” Environment, 2009. 

Fri, Nov 7: 

●​ Topic: Discussion 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: 

Mon, Nov 10: 

●​ Topic: Chinese Development Finance: Creating and Analyzing Open Source Observational Data 

https://www.piie.com/blogs/realtime-economics/2025/world-trading-system-dying-you-should-fear-its-replacement
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2025/daily-pricing-data-reveal-the-slow-rolling-impact-of-tariffs
https://www.minneapolisfed.org/article/2025/daily-pricing-data-reveal-the-slow-rolling-impact-of-tariffs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5KZhRKCW_E8


●​ Presenter: Brad Parks (Government, but representing macro-Econ and Law) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Belt and Road Reboot Executive Summary. AidData. 
○​ Flow Control, Chinese Bank Edition. FT.  

 

Wed, Nov 12: 

●​ Topic: The Role of the Diplomat: Competence and Contingency 
●​ Presenter: Mike Butler (History) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Mike Butler, “Darkest Moments, Finest Hours,” Intro and Chapter 3 from, Cautious 
Visionary: Cordell Hull and Trade Reform, 1933-1937., 1998. 

○​ FDR Bombshell Speech 

Fri, Nov 14: 

●​ Topic: Discussion 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: 

Mon, Nov 17: 

●​ Topic: Power Politics and International Economics 
●​ Presenter: Alec Hahus (Government) 
●​ Required Readings: 

○​ FA, The Case for Reglobalization, 2025.  
○​ Hahus, Conflictual Capital: Balancing with Investment Bans, 2025. 

 
Part IV. Synthesizing Across Disciplines or Dividing the Labor? (Nov 19-Dec 5) 

Wed, Nov 19: 

●​ ~~Moved from Original Nov 5 date~~ 
●​ Topic: Foreign Aid, Environment, and Development: Observational Studies 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Government) 
●​ Required Readings:  

○​ Tierney et al, “More Dollars than Sense,” World Development, 2011. 
○​ Hicks et al, “Has Foreign Aid Been Greened?” Environment, 2009. 

Fri, Nov 21: 

●​ Topic: Bridging the Gap from Ivory Tower to the Beltway: A View from the Beltway 
●​ Presenter: Melissa Flagg 
●​ Required Readings: 

Mon, Nov 24: 

●​ Topic: Synthesis Within and Across Disciplines 
●​ Presenter: Tierney (Political Science) 



●​ Required Readings: 
○​  

Thanksgiving Break 

Mon, Dec 1: 

●​ Topic: Two efforts at synthesis 
●​ Presenter: Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: 

○​ Nielson et al, “Bridging the Rationalist-Constructivist Divide: Change at the World 
Bank,” Journal of International Relations and Development, 2006. 

○​ Rubinson and Sadeh, "Perceived to Slack:  "Secondary Securitization and Multilateral 
Treaty Ratification in Israel."  International Interactions, 2021. 

Wed, Dec 3: 

●​ Topic: Panel Discussion on Bridging the Gap and Multidisciplinary Research:  Constraints from 
the Supply Side 

●​ Presenters: Professors Carrie Dolan (Health Science) and Phil Roessler (PS), with Tierney 
●​ Required Readings: 

Fri, Dec 5: 

●​ Topic: Presentation of your Final Exam topics  
●​ Presenter:  
●​ Required Readings:  

Sun, Dec 7: FINAL EXAM REVIEW 

●​ HIVE EVENT SPACE, 2-3:30PM 

Wed, Dec 10: FINAL EXAM 


